Comparison of dot enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (Dot-ELISA), passive haemagglutination test (PHT) and thin layer immunoassay (TIA) in the diagnosis of natural or experimental Fasciola hepatica infections in sheep.
The dot enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (Dot-ELISA) was compared with the passive haemagglutination test (PHT) and thin layer immunoassay (TIA) for the detection of antibodies against Fasciola hepatica in naturally and experimentally infected sheep. The infected animals gave titres from 1:25,000 to 1:204,000, while control animals gave titres of from 1:100 to 1:800. The titres of the infected sheep obtained by Dot-ELISA were 1000-2000 times higher than the ones obtained using TIA or PHT. Due to its high sensitivity, this technique could be very useful for the diagnosis of ovine fascioliasis.